Beginners’ GPS

Day 1 – Classroom c. 2 Hours

What is GPS?

What can we use a GPS unit for?

Dire Warnings! Limitations of GPS use.

Overview of the GPS satellite system.

A tour of the main screens.

Setting up your GPS unit – main variables and what they mean.

Collecting data – tracks, waypoints, routes.*

Day 1 – Fieldwork c. 5 Mile Walk

Walk a short route (approx. 2.5 miles) and collect route and waypoint information.

Use the GPS to navigate back to your startpoint.


Day 2 – Classroom c. 2 Hours

Software packages.

Connecting your GPS to a PC.

Exchanging tracks and waypoints between GPS and PC.

Creating routes from waypoints.

The wonders of the internet! Google Earth & GPS download resources.

Day 2 – Fieldwork c. 6 Mile Walk

Load up a track and route into the GPS and navigate the walk.

Find a Geocache hidden within the ruins of a 13th century castle!


Day 3 – Classroom c. 1 Hour
Recap/refresher.

Q&A session.

Day 3 – Fieldwork – A Walk of Your Choice

Head for the hills armed with GPS (and a human guide as backup!). Your objective is to take everything that you have learned so far and navigate a fairly tough walk using your GPS.

* The course is centred upon use of Garmin eTrex and Oregon units, so the terminology is as used in Garmin user guides. This may differ from other GPS unit manufacturers.

