
 
THREE STUDIO VILLAS TO RENT 

 
 WITH OPTIONAL GUIDED WALKING 

 
IN THE BEAUTIFUL RETHYMNO AREA OF CRETE. 

 
Footscapes is owned and run by Liz and Paul Marsden. 

 
 
The accommodation is situated on a hillside outside the village of 
Kastellos, about 12 km from Rethymno in North West Crete. The studio 
villas all have spectacular views over the White Mountains and the Sea 
of Crete, as well as Mount Psiloritis, the highest peak on the island. 
 
 
Footscapes provides the ideal location for walking or just relaxing and 
enjoying all that Crete has to offer. 



THE ACCOMMODATION  
 

The studios can all accommodate two people in either double or twin 
beds. There is a separate shower room and fully equipped kitchen. In 
the living area is an open fire for the cooler winter evenings, and a patio 
front and back to make the most of the sun and views. They have central 
heating and air-conditioning. The studios are all non-smoking.   
A third person can be accommodated in each studio if required. 

Left : Studio interiors 

 
 
Below: Front of studio 

Left: 
 
View of back of 
Footscapes, showing 3 
studios on left and 
owners’ house on 
right. 



 
THE WALKS  
 
Our guided walks are restricted to fairly small groups, a maximum of 10 
people. Because of this we can be flexible with regards to itinerary. If 
you have any specific requests or places you really wish to visit please let 
us know when you book and we will do or best to include these in your 
holiday. 
 
We provide the transport to all of the guided walks, and on some of 
them, we are able to cater for those guests who may not  wish to spend 
all day walking. Again please let us know if, as a couple, you have  
different levels of walking requirements. 
 
The walks vary between gorges, ancient sites and coastal paths. We aim 
to give our guests a  flavour of the variety that Crete has to offer. 
 
The front page photograph shows the start of one of our favourite gorge 
walks.  
 
 

Walking from Kambi to the Volika Refuge in the White mountains. The walk goes up on a path through a 
ravine and descends on a shepherds track to make the most of the views. 

The walk to Palm 
Beach and Moni 
Preveli. You will 
walk above a gorge, 
relax over lunch on 
the beach, visit a  
Monastery and  
enjoy the spectacular  
mountain views that 
accompany you all 
the way.   



THE LOCATION  
 

Kastellos is ideally situated for exploring north west and central Crete. 
The road to Spili and the south coast is only a five minute drive away, 
and if you have no car there is a good bus service running the full length 
of this route. The south of the island is sparsely populated, there are 
very few roads, and little tourism. If you like a beach to yourself this is 
the area to explore. Boats provide access to some of the more well known 
beaches and places of interest, and the sea is warm and inviting. 
 
Spili (30 km away) is a delightful town, with many places to eat and  
attractive shops to explore. The walking from here is good and the views 
well worth the effort. 
 
Chania is 70 km from Footscapes and is the lively, bustling place you 
would expect. With a lovely old harbour lined with tavernas, a 
fascinating old town full of local craft shops and a ’must see’ market, 
Chania should be high on any holiday itinerary. 
 
Rethymno is only 12 km from Footscapes and the third largest town in 
Crete. It has a fortress, a Venetian harbour, a busy old town and long 
sandy beaches offering a range of opportunities to the holiday maker.    

     Rethymno town  
                  

 
 
 
    
 
   Sunset at Rethymno 



LOCAL AMENITIES  
 
Kastellos village is a fifteen minute walk from Footscapes, and has one  
taverna. This is a long established village taverna, open all year round, 
but closed lunchtimes in winter. 
 
Armeni is a short walk or drive away, about 2 km on the road, but it is 
possible to walk there through olive groves. It has three tavernas, a good  
supermarket selling a range of fresh food as well as other goods, a  
bakery and a petrol station. On the edge of the village is an ancient 
Minoan Cemetery which has been partially excavated, and is well worth 
a visit. 
 
Ano Valsamonero, a small village a short drive away (5 km ) also has a 
kafenion serving drinks and snacks. It is possible to walk there from 
Footscapes along shepherds tracks and makes a pleasant outing. There 
are the old ruins of a fort at Bonripari and this gives superb views over 
the surrounding countryside.   
 
Just along the Spili road is the only micro brewery in Greece! They sell a 
light and a dark beer, both are highly regarded locally. 

ABOUT US 
 

We have visited Crete many times and found the people welcoming, the 
food delicious, the weather warm and mostly dry and the scenery  
surprisingly green and spectacular. The walking is excellent. 
 

After living in Penrith, in the Lake District, for many years we wanted 
to move somewhere that allowed us to pursue the outdoor activities we 
enjoyed but in a climate that was more reliable! The lower cost of living 
and the laid back approach to life was also a big attraction. In setting up 
Footscapes we are hoping our guests will fall in love with Crete in the 
same way we have, and want to come back again and again to enjoy it.  

The Venetian 
Fountain at Spili 
with 19 lion heads 
spouting  spring 
water. This is said 
to be the best water 
on the island. 



OTHER INFORMATION  
 

Firstly you do not have to book a walking package to stay with us.  
 

If you wish to walk under your own steam we can provide you with  
information on walks and instructions so you don’t get lost! But do come 
prepared with compass and mobile phone (ideally) just in case. 
 

Alternatively if you want to explore the other things Crete has to offer, 
Footscapes makes an ideal centre from which to do this. We can arrange 
cycle hire or organise other activities on behalf of our guests. We are able 
to make suggestions about worthwhile day trips and provide  
information on getting around. We are keen that our guests  have  
exactly the holiday they want and we aim to do all we can to make this 
happen. 
 

Flowers from the 
Imbros Gorge. 
 
Right: Winter  
in the White 
Mountains. 
 
Below:  the  
Gramvousa  
Peninsula. 

 

Our aim is to give our guests a chance to experience all that Crete has to 
offer. We hope that they will all leave Crete with wonderful memories 
and a wish to return and explore further. 
 
We can be contacted via  mail@footscapesofcrete.com  or on  
0030 28310 41569 (home), 0030 69749 94598 (mobile). 



Footscapes of Crete 
Prices and Booking Information 

 Accommodation 
Only—Price per 
Villa, per Week. 

Accommodation + 5 
Days Walking for 2 
People - Price per 

Week 

Standard 
Rate (12th 
March to 
7th Novem-
ber) 

£295 €350 £455 €540 £395 €465 

Winter 
Rate (All 
other dates) 

£200 €240 £365 €430 £300 €355 

Accommodation + 3 
Days Walking for 2 
People - Price per 

Week 

For stays of less than one week: Accommodation charge for 1 to 6 nights is  
£46/Eur 55 per night irrespective of season. 

 
Individual day walks can be booked for £21/Eur 25 per person. 

(Day walks pre - booked prior to arrival in Crete only). 

We can accept payment in either Sterling or Euros. Sterling prices are  
fixed at the exchange rates above for the time being. 

Once you have decided on which week(s) you wish to stay with Footscapes, we 
suggest that you contact us and make a provisional booking. This booking will 
then be held by us for two weeks, with no further obligation on your part,  
until you have found and booked flights. We ask you to confirm your booking 
with us at the end of this two week period, at which time a 20% deposit is  
required. We will contact you when payment is due and advise you how  
payment can be made. The balance of your holiday cost is due no later than 8 
weeks before the date of travel. 
 



Footscapes of Crete 
Terms and Conditions 

Booking with us constitutes a contract and these terms and conditions apply in full and  
exclusively in any such contract. 
Footscapesofcrete.com is established in the United Kingdom. All bookings for accommodation 
and walking packages made via the internet or by post are made in the UK. 
The information in the whole of our website constitutes part of these terms and conditions. In 
particular, you are asked to take note of the sections "Walk categories and fitness levels" in the 
page "Walking in Crete"; "Transport/Car Hire" and "Wh at to Bring - Walkers" in the page 
"Practicalities"; all of the "Prices and Booking" p age. 
Clients of Footscapes who wish to walk with us are expected to be healthy enough to undertake 
activities as described in the "Walking in Crete" page. Clients must not book with us if they 
have a known medical condition serious enough to prevent this. In case of any doubt, clients 
must consult their doctor & the responsibility for deciding to walk with us remains with the 
client in light of any medical opinion received. 
Whilst we cannot insist, we strongly recommend that clients take out adequate travel  
insurance. This should include medical expenses cover and cover for loss/damage to personal 
belongings. Our walking activities probably constitute an "activity" holiday under most  
policies, but not something so extreme as to be excluded from cover. It remains, however, our 
clients' responsibility to check that any policy remains valid. 
Clients' obligations to us in case of their need to cancel a booking are detailed below. Very  
occasionally, Footscapes may be forced to cancel all or part of a holiday booking. In such cases, 
our obligations are as follows: 
Where we cancel only the walking element of a holiday, we will endeavour to find clients an 
alternative walking package with another local provider. If this is not possible, we will refund 
in full the amount paid in respect of pre - booked walking packages. 
In the extremely unlikely event that we are forced to cancel the accommodation element of a 
holiday, we will endeavour to provide similar or better quality accommodation locally, with no 
extra cost to our client. If this proves not to be possible, we will refund in full the amount paid 
in respect of accommodation. In no circumstances shall we be responsible for any  
consequential costs such as flights or car hire. 
If, for any reason, clients cancel all or part of pre - booked walks or accommodation after  
arrival at Footscapes, we will not refund the cost of the cancelled walking/accommodation  
element(s). All other cancellations are dealt with in accordance with the table below. 
Restrictions on bookings made with Footscapes: 
We hold an EOT licence for accommodation in Greece. Consequently, we can accept bookings 
for accommodation both in the UK and locally. 
We do not hold an EOT tourist office licence. This means that we are unable to accept  
bookings for tourist activities, including walking, from clients who have already arrived in 
Crete. If you find this website after your arrival in Crete and wish to book a guided walk, 
please contact EOT in Rethymno on (30) 28310 29148. They will put you in touch with a  
licensed tourist organisation. 

For cancellations > 26 weeks before travel date No charge 

For cancellations 12 to 26 weeks before travel Half of deposit 

For cancellations 8 to12 weeks before travel All of deposit 

For cancellations 4 to 8 weeks before travel 50% of full holiday cost 

For cancellations within 4 weeks of travel 100% of full holiday cost 

Cancellation by Clients: 
If you wish to amend your holiday with us to different dates, we will do this without further 
charge, subject to availability of accommodation on the revised dates. If there is no  
availability, we must treat this as a cancellation. Cancellation charges: 



BOOKING FORM  
 

Please read the terms and conditions carefully before booking. 
 
We will hold a provisional booking for two weeks from the post-
marked date. We will then require confirmation of the booking 
and the appropriate deposit. 
 
You will receive an invoice for the balance and the date by which 
it should be paid. 

Title First Name Surname Address Telephone 

     

Email address:   ………………………………………………………………………………... 

Dates Requested Total No. Nights Double or Twin? Number of Guests 

    

Guided Walking    YES / NO          
 
I confirm that I have read and accept all terms and conditions, on behalf of 
all persons listed on this booking form. 
 
 
SIGNATURE…………………………..DATE………………………… 
Return to Liz Sharp, 26, Mountfield Road, Spinney Hill, Northampton, 
Northants, NN3 6BE    
Tel No (0030) 2831041569 or E-mail mail@footscapesofcrete.com 


